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Obama budget will kill NASA
moon mission
Newspaper claims US government is killing off
manned space flight

By Sharon Gaudin | Computerworld US
Published: 10:11 GMT, 01 February 10

Reports surfacing this week say that the White House plans to put a
stop to NASA's plans to return to the moon.

The Orlando Sentinel, quoting an unnamed White House source,
reported yesterday that President Barack Obama is looking to push
the space agency in a new direction.

David Steitz, a spokeperson at NASA Headquarters, said he wouldn't
comment on such reports until the White House budget proposal is
announced. The plan is expected to be released on Monday.

NASA astronauts send updates on Twitter | NASA
spacecraft scans for Mars probe | NASA rover could survive
Mars sand trap | NASA fails at business, says US
government report

NASA has been looking to not only return astronauts to the moon,
but also to build a lunar outpost there by 2020. The NASA plan
includes first sending next generation robots and machines to the
moon to create a landing area for spacecraft, and a base where
humans can live.

NASA scientists have been preparing what the agency calls the
Constellation moon landing plan, which was set forth by former
President George W. Bush.

In June, NASA launched two lunar satellites as the opening act in
the long term mission to send humans back to the moon. The
satellites, the Lunar Reconnaissance Orbiter and the Lunar Crater
Observation and Sensing Satellite, were designed to provide them
with new information about the moon.

In an October NASA mission, the Lunar Crater Observation and
Sensing Satellite, known as LCROSS, slammed into the moon in an
attempt to kick up what scientists believe is water ice hiding in the
bottom of a permanently dark crater. Scientists have been hoping
that if a human outpost is created on the moon, people there could
have access to water there instead of having to haul it up from
Earth.

Plans to return to the moon have been in question since the Obama
administration last May called for an independent review of NASA 's
human space flight activities.

The Orlando Sentinel also reported yesterday that the White House
budget plan appears to boost NASA's budget by some $5.9 billion
over the next five years.
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Some of that money, according to the report, would be to keep the
International Space Station running. The rest would go to set up contracts with private
companies to act as a sort of shuttle service, taking astronauts back and forth from the space
station after NASA's space shuttle fleet is retired.
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Download the Free Qt SDK
Everything you need to create web-enabled applications for
Windows, Mac, Linux/X11, embedded Linux, Windows
CE/Mobile, Maemo, Symbian and more. Intuitive application
framework and cross-platform IDE. Free to download. Free to
use. Download now at http://qt.nokia.com/downloads

Get closer to the customer 2.0
Visit the CIO UK CRM Tech Toolkit to explore new age social
CRM technologies.
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Smartphone Focus

Questions to ask your service
provider to ensure you get the
VoIP service you need 
With careful choice of partner,
your business can have all the
advantages of VoIP access -
reduced costs, flexibility and
simplicity - without the
drawbacks. 
This white paper is your guide
to ensure you get right the
VoIP service and details the
pitfalls which businesses would
do well to avoid.
Download white paper

you could win a Nexus One
Techworld are running a short
survey to discover how UK
businesses are managing
Internet and email misuse in
the Enterprise.
Complete Survey

and Agility.
On Demand Webcast 
Join this webcast to learn
about the techniques and
technologies that can help you
prove the value of IT to the
business by understanding the
true cost of today's IT services
and those that will be
necessary to deliver future
success.
Register Today
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