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Future of U.S. Space Flight Up in the Air
January 29, 2010 - 3:52 PM | by: Maggie Kerkman
And then there were five. As NASA prepares for the next space shuttle launch February 7th, the reality that the program is coming to an end is really beginning to sink in.
And with word that the Obama administration is nixing funding to the Constellation program, there are a lot of questions about what, if anything, will fill the gap once the
shuttle is gone. The administration says NASA will actually get more money in a budget plan to be revealed Monday, but critics say that increase will not be large enough to
cover the costs of Constellation, the program that was supposed to get the U.S. back to the moon.
Even prior to this news, there was talk about a five year gap between the shuttle and Constellation programs. Now without Constellation on the table, it’s unclear what
NASA’s future would hold. Some have suggested private companies step into human spaceflight, providing a sort of space taxi. There are companies interested in doing
this. But when we did a story last August on a NASA program designed to help such companies, it sounded like the idea was far from fruition. In an interview with Fox
News, former Apollo astronaut Walt Cunningham said of commercial attempts, “They have no idea what kind of problems they’re going to encounter.” Still, another astronaut, Leroy Chiao,
who was on an Obama commission reviewing NASA, says something has to be done. “If NASA’s budget is going to be more or less flat for the next few years, then we cannot sustain
what’s been going on,” Chiao says.
The mood here at Johnson Space Center is somber. A lot of people are wondering what will happen to their jobs after the shuttle program ends, which is scheduled to wrap up by the end of
this year. Much of Clear Lake, the community that surrounds Johnson Space Center depends upon NASA employees to keep it thriving. What happens to all of them remains to be seen.
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Campbell
Report
There is no longer a space race. That "race" has been over for decades. Obama does not want manned space travel because it would create jobs, new technologies and advances in
science in the private sector for America. Obama does not want to create advanced and efficient space travel, human or otherwise. His administration told the state controlled media that
NASA's plan to "colonize" the moon was shelved. There was never a plan to colonize the moon. The moon base was to be developed because it is far easier to launch from the moon to
other parts of the solar system and beyond then from the earth requiring the development and use new propulsion systems. The whole point of the program was to create a self sustaining
base to launch vehicles and for scientific research. Space exploration is about human exploration and discovery of the unknown. Obama continues to convince the American people
everyday that he fears that unknown and the evolution of the human species.
January 31, 2010 at 7:28 PM

gaetano marano
Report
– hey, politics, engineers, scientists, why are you lose your time? – you already have the solution to your problems! – just look towards this side! – there is only ONE person in the world that
has… – said that the Ares-1 was “too expensive”… in 2005… – proposed the RIGHT shuttle-derived rocket (the FAST-SLV aka Ares-5-lite) in 2006… – said that the 5-segments SRB can’t
work… in 2006… – said that the Ares-1 can’t fly… in 2007… – etc. etc. etc. – yes, he isn’t american… but, who cares? – you just need to give away a retired Shuttle to have the solutions to
your problems… – too much? – no, it’s less than 1% of the money burned by NASA to (only) add a 5th segment to the SRB… – do you REALLY want to SAVE the Constellation and Moon
program? – do you REALLY want to CUT the US spaceflight GAP? – do you REALLY want to save thousands space-related jobs? – if the answer is YES then read this article:
http://ow.ly/10hxl –
January 31, 2010 at 4:57 PM

Longrunner73
Report
Looks like Texans need to quit complaining, pick themselves up by their bootstraps, go back to school to get re-educated for a new career, and quit asking for government handouts. Let's
put the money into building nuclear power plants, which will employ people here, and help cut our energy dependency on foreign oil. We've been to the moon - done deal. Mars - one big
cold rock that will always be there waiting for humanity to explore. The space race did not create any new technologies - it merely accelerated when they would be developed in the course
of human history. The transistor, microchips, etc., were inevitable - the space race just made them possible sooner rather than later.
January 31, 2010 at 11:32 AM

vivek
Report
what will happen to the astronauts at ISS if an emergency occurs or if they need help from ground?
January 30, 2010 at 10:17 PM
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