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ANOTHER LUNAR LANDER PHOTOGRAPHED: SURVEYOR 1!
Sep. 30, 2009 | 14:40 PDT | 21:40 UTC

The Lunar Reconnaissance Orbiter camera team has managed to capture a view of Surveyor 1,

the first American spacecraft to soft-land on another world. Cool! We need your help.
Please donate to

our blog,

and podcast.
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Surveyor 1

Click to enlarge >
Surveyor 1 found!

Surveyor 1 was the first US spacecraft to land on another planet, on June 2, 1966. This photo
was taken under afternoon lighting conditions, with the Sun coming from the west (left), making
the 3.3-meter-tall spacecraft cast a 15-meter-long shadow to the east. Credit: NASA / GSFC /
ASU

Surveyor 1 was a good-sized spacecraft, 3.3 meters (about 11 feet) tall:
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Surveyor

The Surveyor probes were the first U.S.
spacecraft to land safely on the Moon. Five of
the seven probes made it safely to the lunar
surface.

Surveyor 1 carried only one instrument, a television camera, but the camera worked hard, returning more than 11,000
images to Earth. Phil Stooke has lovingly reassembled the Surveyor 1 mosaic of its landing site for your enjoyment:

Click to enlarge >

Lunar Surveyor 1 Panorama: Flamsteed region in Oceanus Procellarum, June 1966
Surveyor 1 was the first spacecraft from the United States to perform a controlled landing on the
surface of the Moon, at 2.45 S, 316.79 E. Surveyor 1 took more than 11,100 images of the lunar
landscape during its 6-week mission. This panorama was scanned from a photographic print of a
hand-assembled mosaic, then digitally reconstructed and cleaned of visual defects by Philip
Stooke. Credit: NASA / Philip Stooke, University of Western Ontario

Emily's on Twitter! »

e .@pechisbeque MER images like http://bit.ly/nc3QS with black squares contain data dropouts that'll be fixed on later
downlink. about 1 hour ago
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e I'm checking rover raw image websites frequently; no Sol 2088 Spirit images have made their way to the Web yet.
about 1 hour ago

e Blerg. I totally forgot about this morning's WISE prelaunch press briefing. But the high points are prolly in here:
http://bit.ly/3dk1cZ about 1 hour ago

e As usual, Ben Cooper's launch photos are the bomb. RT @LaunchPhoto: Photos: STS-129 soars: http://bit.ly/4p5uut
about 12 hours ago

e RT @marssciencegrad: Drive data from Spirit will come down over two downlinks 06:40 PST Tues & 07:20 PST Wed
# FreeSpirit about 20 hours ago
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