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With Their Steps Came Great Relief on Earth
Armstrong, Aldrin Quieted 'Moondoggle' Critics, Gave U.S. Space Program Enthusiasm to
Reach Even Further
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Mission: Moon

By CYNTHIA CROSSEN

In Houston, the screen in the Apollo mission control room showed the text of President John
F. Kennedy's vow that Americans would walk on the moon before the end of the 1960s.
Projected under it were the words, "Task Accomplished, July 1969."

It was the afternoon of July 20, and Neil Armstrong and Edwin "Buzz" Aldrin had just sunk
their feet into the gray lunar dust at the Eagle's landing site. They were some 240,000 miles
from home, but more than half a billion earthlings were watching or listening as the two tried
to adjust to the sights and airlessness of this mystical land. All around them, Mr. Aldrin said,
was "magnificent desolation."

For more than two hours, the two took
pictures, collected geologic samples and
eventually succeeded in planting the
American flag in the moon's inhospitable
soil. Then they got home safely. These men
-- and the hundreds of thousands of
scientists, engineers and managers who had
made the moon landing possible -- had
accomplished one of the most audacious
missions in the annals of exploration. And
exploration, as Apollo 8 commander Frank
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Apollo 11 Commander Neil A. Armstrong, suited up here in preparation for a space vehicle countdown, said that
the moon "looked friendly to me." Decades later, he remained an ardent supporter of the space program.

Apollo 11
Astronauts Pitch
Mars Mission to
Obama
1:53

The historic moon landing
on July 20, 1969, is seen by many as mankind's
greatest scientific achievement, but a couple of
astronauts who took that Apollo 11 trip say we can
do more. Video courtesy of Fox News.
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exploration, as Apollo 8 commander Frank
Borman once said, "is the essence of the
human spirit."

Mr. Armstrong, Mr. Aldrin and a third
astronaut, Michael Collins, had blasted out of
Cape Kennedy four days earlier, orbited the
Earth and moon, and then, for the first time
in history, made a (barely) controlled landing
on a lunar plain. They arrived, as Mr.
Armstrong later pointed out, without
weapons; the moon "looked friendly to me,"
Mr. Armstrong said, "and it proved to be
friendly." They left a plaque that read, "We
came in peace for all mankind."

The people of a moon-mad world, almost as
one, breathed a sigh of relief and felt
intoxicated by their own humanity. After Mr.
Armstrong's small step and giant leap, it
seemed possible that if man could walk on
the moon, man could do anything.

There were always critics of the $25 billion
"moondoggle." President Kennedy answered
them in a 1962 speech at Rice University.
"Many years ago," he said, "the great British
explorer George Mallory, who was to die on
Mount Everest, was asked why did he want
to climb it. He said, 'Because it is there.'
Well, space is there, and we're going to
climb it, and the moon and the planets are
there, and new hopes for knowledge and
peace are there."

Another reason for President Kennedy's
enthusiasm was that a Russian cosmonaut,
Yuri Gagarin, had orbited the earth in April
1961, the first man in space. In the mid-
1960s, Congress was willing to spend $6
billion a year leapfrogging over the Soviet
Union to the moon and maybe even Mars.

But the public wasn't convinced: One month
before Apollo 11 launched, an opinion poll
found that 56% of respondents didn't want
their tax dollars used for a space program.
(Several years earlier, when Congress
complained about the cost of getting a man
to the moon, Lyndon Johnson noted that in
1962, America "bet more on horse racing
than on space.") But the Vietnam War,
antipoverty programs and a recession made
lunar exploration a luxury -- the Apollo
program, which had put 12 men on the
moon, ended in December 1972.

Mr. Armstrong, for one, didn't think the
space program was dead. "We don't have
the option any longer to say yes or no to it,"
he said. "We only have the option to say
when." And in a 2001 interview, he counted

himself among the luckiest men on Earth: "Looking back, we were really very privileged to live
in that thin slice of history where we changed how man looks at himself, and what he might
become and where he might go."

View Interactive

View Interactive

Reuters

Astronaut Edwin "Buzz" Aldrin walked on the moon
during the Apollo 11 mission July 20, 1969.

View Slideshow

Read Emailed Video Commented

4. Apple, RIM Outsmart Phone Market

http://online.wsj.com/public/page/most_popular.html
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052970203946904574300050657897992.html
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB124814401981267445.html
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB124812571962066393.html
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB124812243356966275.html
http://online.wsj.com/rss?mod=fpp_rss
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB124812702555366417.html
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB124818597270968593.html
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB124819064908068895.html
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB124813472753066949.html
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB124814401981267445.html
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB124812702555366417.html
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB124818597270968593.html
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB124819064908068895.html
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB124813472753066949.html
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB124814401981267445.html
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB124819548233769057.html
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB124818888538868769.html
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB124813721196067083.html
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB124818792455568745.html
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB124818850797968807.html
http://online.wsj.com/home/us
http://online.wsj.com/community
http://online.wsj.com/community
http://online.wsj.com/community
http://online.wsj.com/public/resources/documents/WSJ-space-10081968.pdf
http://online.wsj.com/public/resources/documents/WSJ-space-07101969.pdf
http://online.wsj.com/public/resources/documents/WSJ-space-07171969.pdf
http://online.wsj.com/public/resources/documents/WSJ-space-07221969.pdf
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB124786357060859821.html?mod=googlenews_wsj#
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB124786357060859821.html?mod=googlenews_wsj#
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB124786357060859821.html?mod=googlenews_wsj#
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB124786357060859821.html?mod=googlenews_wsj#
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB124786357060859821.html?mod=googlenews_wsj#
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB124786357060859821.html?mod=googlenews_wsj#
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB124786357060859821.html?mod=googlenews_wsj#mostPopular_mostRead
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB124786357060859821.html?mod=googlenews_wsj#mostPopular_mostEmailed
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB124786357060859821.html?mod=googlenews_wsj#mostPopular_mostPopularVideo
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB124786357060859821.html?mod=googlenews_wsj#mostPopular_mostCommented
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB124805149501664033.html


7/21/09 11:53 AMWith Their Steps Came Great Relief on Earth - WSJ.com

Page 3 of 4http://online.wsj.com/article/SB124786357060859821.html?mod=googlenews_wsj

Share:

Email Printer Friendly Order Reprints

Add a Comment All comments will display your real name. Go to Comments tab

Related Articles and Blogs from WSJ.com
Failure to rebuild Ground Zero contrasts with moon landing
JUL 21. 2009

One Small Step for Man, One Giant Mess in the Spacecraft
JUL 18. 2009

A Mooning Festival Is Something The Mayor Just Can't Get
Behind JUL 10. 2009

The New Race for the Moon JUN 23. 2009

Related News From the Web
Obama honors first men to land on moon JUL 20. 2009
news.aol.com

Apollo 11 Anniversary, Astronauts Debate Future Space
Exploration - ABC News JUL 20. 2009
abcnews.go.com

40 years later, moon still giant leap for mankind JUL 19. 2009
news.aol.com

Mankind takes giant leap, and life goes on JUL 19. 2009
www2.tbo.com

MORE IN US

become and where he might go."

Write to Cynthia Crossen at cynthia.crossen@wsj.com

 

Bankrupt In Arizona?
Get A Free Bankruptcy Evaluation By A Lawyer In Arizona Today.
www.LegalHelpers.com

AARP Auto Insurance
Over 50? You Could Save Up To $388. Online Quote or Call 888-629-7721
aarp.thehartford.com

Hot Stock Alert - GAEC
Alternative Green Energy Solutions. Ethanol, BioDiesel. Growth Stock.
www.GulfAlternativeEnergy.com

Sponsored Links

Want to participate in the discussion?

REGISTER FOR FREE

Or log in or become a subscriber now for complete Journal access.

CLEAR POST

http://online.wsj.com/article/SB124786357060859821.html?mod=googlenews_wsj#
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB124786357060859821.html?mod=googlenews_wsj#
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB124786357060859821.html?mod=googlenews_wsj#
http://ad.doubleclick.net/click%3Bh=v8/3871/3/0/%2a/m%3B213787138%3B0-0%3B1%3B35222280%3B806-150/33%3B30967611/30985487/2%3B%3B%7Eokv%3D%3B%21category%3D%3Bpage%3Darticle%3Bmsrc%3Dgooglenews_wsj%3B%3Bmc%3Dgoogle_fullfree%3Btile%3D2%3Bsz%3D150x33%3B%3B%7Eaopt%3D2/1/b0a/0%3B%7Esscs%3D%3fhttp://ad.doubleclick.net/clk;213428158;11024269;y?http://ad.doubleclick.net/clk;213301172;34793829;e?http://www.constantcontact.com/index.jsp?utm_id=WSJ&cc=CLK_DCLKAWRWSJEMTLOGO
javascript://
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052970203946904574300492220801728.html?mod=sphere_ts&mod=sphere_wd
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB124786241042159761.html?mod=sphere_ts&mod=sphere_wd
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB124718939724920855.html?mod=sphere_ts&mod=sphere_wd
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB124571630311739305.html?mod=sphere_ts&mod=sphere_wd
http://news.aol.com/article/obama-honors-first-men-to-land-on-moon/577120?icid=sphere_wsj_teaser
http://news.aol.com/politics
http://abcnews.go.com/Technology/Apollo11MoonLanding/story?id=8126193&page=1
http://abcnews.go.com/
http://news.aol.com/article/40-years-later-moon-still-giant-leap-for/577936?icid=sphere_wsj_teaser
http://news.aol.com/science
http://www2.tbo.com/content/2009/jul/19/mankind-takes-giant-leap-and-life-goes/news-breaking
http://www2.tbo.com/content/2009/jul/19/mankind-takes-giant-leap-and-life-goes/news-breaking
http://online.wsj.com/public/page/news-world-business.html
http://470766.r.msn.com/?ld=
http://470766.r.msn.com/?ld=
http://470766.r.msn.com/?ld=
http://0.r.msn.com/?ld=2vXQhAqPexUhX4nTQmTXUCrlZXrureosFYJ9PSXVOl/th2cSf4fTKoNmOAuj4ApesWanMt9UHndwoPvNIM05wh6AFDferAnhn3XZxZXXaTVe8hjIvbhEP1tQKocmCMcOtYakTJAMbA6VggSmaxa9C6z7mKJNjBozLIeSKbuqvBVWgwOieJEOkoxV070PGUk3ItTogAbM3/XoTANEKxI/IAay35XqEepHnlLdFnSlsqKPzPStDyaprFtFJ5paHO4BVrGYFEglPstQLVhH6Ib/xsgOtc/5PJ1frlUgzZZjRLjpirSXiuDeqM8RCwa/bGM8bMw0u9UErRebLGcA0GcI6rdIEKy2LZrMi54INhR25VQ6JAP4sXtO3wTRQm0tN/1M2c8EhPR0Ssh23loORUpS1TCw==
http://0.r.msn.com/?ld=2vXQhAqPexUhX4nTQmTXUCrlZXrureosFYJ9PSXVOl/th2cSf4fTKoNmOAuj4ApesWanMt9UHndwoPvNIM05wh6AFDferAnhn3XZxZXXaTVe8hjIvbhEP1tQKocmCMcOtYakTJAMbA6VggSmaxa9C6z7mKJNjBozLIeSKbuqvBVWgwOieJEOkoxV070PGUk3ItTogAbM3/XoTANEKxI/IAay35XqEepHnlLdFnSlsqKPzPStDyaprFtFJ5paHO4BVrGYFEglPstQLVhH6Ib/xsgOtc/5PJ1frlUgzZZjRLjpirSXiuDeqM8RCwa/bGM8bMw0u9UErRebLGcA0GcI6rdIEKy2LZrMi54INhR25VQ6JAP4sXtO3wTRQm0tN/1M2c8EhPR0Ssh23loORUpS1TCw==
http://0.r.msn.com/?ld=2vXQhAqPexUhX4nTQmTXUCrlZXrureosFYJ9PSXVOl/th2cSf4fTKoNmOAuj4ApesWanMt9UHndwoPvNIM05wh6AFDferAnhn3XZxZXXaTVe8hjIvbhEP1tQKocmCMcOtYakTJAMbA6VggSmaxa9C6z7mKJNjBozLIeSKbuqvBVWgwOieJEOkoxV070PGUk3ItTogAbM3/XoTANEKxI/IAay35XqEepHnlLdFnSlsqKPzPStDyaprFtFJ5paHO4BVrGYFEglPstQLVhH6Ib/xsgOtc/5PJ1frlUgzZZjRLjpirSXiuDeqM8RCwa/bGM8bMw0u9UErRebLGcA0GcI6rdIEKy2LZrMi54INhR25VQ6JAP4sXtO3wTRQm0tN/1M2c8EhPR0Ssh23loORUpS1TCw==
http://0.r.msn.com/?ld=2vngU9D5mLn3E/UUPu4Cb82ZXn1WjU9wYyR1ld2cLGoUjHCtUctI7aCHyxeZHv+iu9K+xDKhCwoGxK41yOKnJPU80RFiPjH71+vZ1eGDAg2t3vuyTd79jon4G8ZTW2E6Hq7L+/3+exf872w4/9XL61Yh0/yJBkRoKZlKblk+ARsixswDFP8AWSeKZs/BXhGL3Eg2akhsGqBgm2/QHmMNhoMJPqTrb8VbIAUEJlhZAXLYHQmM+zxKSkJarFYRtSg6mHgWKO8EhPRyk1NyzC2WQTpzwSCw==
http://0.r.msn.com/?ld=2vngU9D5mLn3E/UUPu4Cb82ZXn1WjU9wYyR1ld2cLGoUjHCtUctI7aCHyxeZHv+iu9K+xDKhCwoGxK41yOKnJPU80RFiPjH71+vZ1eGDAg2t3vuyTd79jon4G8ZTW2E6Hq7L+/3+exf872w4/9XL61Yh0/yJBkRoKZlKblk+ARsixswDFP8AWSeKZs/BXhGL3Eg2akhsGqBgm2/QHmMNhoMJPqTrb8VbIAUEJlhZAXLYHQmM+zxKSkJarFYRtSg6mHgWKO8EhPRyk1NyzC2WQTpzwSCw==
http://0.r.msn.com/?ld=2vngU9D5mLn3E/UUPu4Cb82ZXn1WjU9wYyR1ld2cLGoUjHCtUctI7aCHyxeZHv+iu9K+xDKhCwoGxK41yOKnJPU80RFiPjH71+vZ1eGDAg2t3vuyTd79jon4G8ZTW2E6Hq7L+/3+exf872w4/9XL61Yh0/yJBkRoKZlKblk+ARsixswDFP8AWSeKZs/BXhGL3Eg2akhsGqBgm2/QHmMNhoMJPqTrb8VbIAUEJlhZAXLYHQmM+zxKSkJarFYRtSg6mHgWKO8EhPRyk1NyzC2WQTpzwSCw==
http://advertising.microsoft.com/advertise/search/content-advertising
http://ad.doubleclick.net/click;h=v8/3871/0/0/%2a/t;212437282;0-0;3;29270601;28945-571/208;30832355/30850231/1;;~okv=;!category=;page=article;msrc=googlenews_wsj;;mc=google_fullfree;tile=3;sz=571x208;;~aopt=2/1/b0a/0;~sscs=%3fhttps://order.wsj.com/sub/xdef/027/6BCWNC_OOT
mailto:cynthia.crossen@wsj.com
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB124786357060859821.html?mod=googlenews_wsj#
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB124786357060859821.html?mod=googlenews_wsj#
https://order.wsj.com/sub/xdef/027/comments_OOT
http://buzz.yahoo.com/article/wsj/http://online.wsj.com/article/SB124786357060859821.html
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB124786357060859821.html?mod=googlenews_wsj#
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB124786357060859821.html?mod=googlenews_wsj#
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB124786357060859821.html?mod=googlenews_wsj#
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB124786357060859821.html?mod=googlenews_wsj#
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB124786357060859821.html?mod=googlenews_wsj#
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB124786357060859821.html?mod=googlenews_wsj#
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB124786357060859821.html?mod=googlenews_wsj#
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB124786357060859821.html?mod=googlenews_wsj#


7/21/09 11:53 AMWith Their Steps Came Great Relief on Earth - WSJ.com

Page 4 of 4http://online.wsj.com/article/SB124786357060859821.html?mod=googlenews_wsj

Editors' Picks

WSJ.com Account:
My Account
Subscriber Billing Info

Create an Account:
Register for Free
Subscribe Now

Help & Information Center:
Help
Customer Service
Contact Us
New on WSJ.com
Tour the new Journal

About:
News Licensing
Advertising
Conferences
About Dow Jones
Privacy Policy - Updated
Subscriber Agreement &
Terms of Use - Updated
Copyright Policy
Jobs at WSJ.com

WSJ.com:
Site Map
Home
World
U.S.
Business
Markets
Market Data
Tech
Personal Finance
Life & Style
Opinion
Autos
Careers
Real Estate
Small Business
Corrections

Tools & Formats:
Today's Paper
Video Center
Graphics
Columns
Blogs
Topics
Guides
Alerts
Newsletters
Mobile
Podcasts

RSS Feeds
Journal Community
Forums
My Journal

Digital Network
WSJ.com

Marketwatch.com

Barrons.com

SmartMoney.com

AllThingsD.com

FINS.com

FiLife.com

BigCharts.com

Virtual Stock Exchange

WSJ U.S. Edition

WSJ Asia Edition

WSJ Europe Edition

WSJ India Page

Foreign Language Editions:

WSJ Chinese

WSJ Portuguese

WSJ Spanish

 BACK TO TOP

Copyright ©2009 Dow Jones & Company, Inc. All  Rights Reserved

Detroit Schools on the
Brink

Obama Hones
Immigration Policy

What's Your Workout:
Runner's Challenge

Garbage Piles High in
Contract Misfire

Ten Questions on Health-
Care Overhaul

http://online.wsj.com/acct/setup_account
http://online.wsj.com/acct/personal
http://commerce.wsj.com/entitlements/release_freereg_rel3/login.shtml?roles=FREEREG-BASE
https://order.wsj.com/sub/xdef/027/6BCWAA_OOT132
http://help.wsj.com/
http://help.wsj.com/customer-service/
http://help.wsj.com/contact-us/
http://help.wsj.com/new-on-wsjcom/
http://online.wsj.com/tour
http://public.wsj.com/partner/
http://www.wsjdigital.com/
http://online.wsj.com/conferences
http://www.dj.com/
http://online.wsj.com/public/page/privacy_policy.html
http://online.wsj.com/public/page/subscriber_agreement.html
http://online.wsj.com/public/page/copyright_policy.html
http://careers.peopleclick.com/careerscp/client_dowjones/external/search.do
http://online.wsj.com/public/page/sitemap.html?page=Site+Map
http://online.wsj.com/
http://online.wsj.com/public/page/news-global-world.html
http://online.wsj.com/public/page/news-world-business.html
http://online.wsj.com/public/page/news-business-us.html
http://online.wsj.com/public/page/news-financial-markets-stock.html
http://online.wsj.com/mdc/public/page/marketsdata.html
http://online.wsj.com/public/page/news-tech-technology.html
http://online.wsj.com/public/page/news-personal-finance.html
http://online.wsj.com/public/page/news-lifestyle-arts-entertainment.html
http://online.wsj.com/public/page/news-opinion-commentary.html
http://online.wsj.com/public/page/news-autos-automotive.html
http://online.wsj.com/public/page/news-career-jobs.html
http://online.wsj.com/public/page/news-real-estate-homes.html
http://online.wsj.com/public/page/news-small-business-marketing.html
http://online.wsj.com/article/Corrections.html
http://online.wsj.com/public/page/us_in_todays_paper.html
http://online.wsj.com/video
http://online.wsj.com/public/page/news-interactive-features-trends.html
http://online.wsj.com/page/columnists.html
http://online.wsj.com/public/page/8_0019.html
http://topics.wsj.com/
http://online.wsj.com/public/page/guides.html
http://online.wsj.com/ksemail
http://online.wsj.com/email
http://online.wsj.com/public/page/mobile.html
http://online.wsj.com/public/page/podcast.html
http://online.wsj.com/rss
http://online.wsj.com/community
http://forums.wsj.com/
http://online.wsj.com/myonlinejournal
http://online.wsj.com/
http://www.marketwatch.com/?siteid=wsj&dist=freedjsiteslink
http://online.barrons.com/public/main
http://www.smartmoney.com/
http://allthingsd.com/?reflink=DNH_EUR
http://www.fins.com/
http://www.FiLife.com/
http://bigcharts.marketwatch.com/
http://vse.marketwatch.com/Game/Homepage.aspx
http://online.wsj.com/
http://asia.wsj.com/
http://europe.wsj.com/
http://india.wsj.com/
http://chinese.wsj.com/gb/index.asp
http://online.wsj.com/portuguese
http://online.wsj.com/americas
http://online.wsj.com/
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB124786357060859821.html?mod=googlenews_wsj#top
http://the-acap.org/acap-enabled.php
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB124786357060859821.html?mod=googlenews_wsj#prev
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB124786357060859821.html?mod=googlenews_wsj#next
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB124813472753066949.html#mod=article-outset-box
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB124813472753066949.html
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB124813721196067083.html#mod=article-outset-box
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB124813721196067083.html
http://s.wsj.net/public/resources/documents/info-WORKOUT09.html
http://s.wsj.net/public/resources/documents/info-WORKOUT09.html
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB124813062004466639.html#mod=article-outset-box
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB124813062004466639.html
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB124812571962066393.html#mod=article-outset-box
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB124812571962066393.html

