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New View of Iconic Moon Walk
NASA previews digitally restored footage from Apollo 11

Posted July 17, 2009

By Sid Perkins, Science News SC'@“CENeWS

WASHINGTON — At a press conference July 16, the 40th anniversary of Apollo 11’s launch,
NASA previewed digitally restored snippets of the first video beamed from the moon’s surface to
Earth. These vignettes, including astronaut Neil Armstrong’s first steps onto lunar soil, are part
of a three-month, $230,000 project to assemble video footage of the moon walk from a variety
of sources into “a historical record for future generations,” said Richard Nafzger, an engineer at
NASA’s Goddard Space Flight Center in Greenbelt, Md., and leader of the effort.

Sources of video for the new project include CBS, a television station
in Australia and the National Archives, where some of the video
footage has ended up, Nafzger says. He and his colleagues must
cobble together video from these recordings because NASA

evidently erased its own high-quality tapes. Per NASA procedures at
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the time, the 45 tapes that contained video of the 3 ¥2—hour moon
walk were kept for just a few years before Apollo program personnel

+ Losing Louisiana certified that the data wasn’t needed anymore, and the tapes were
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reused.

. Nanoparticles The brief snippets released today are “just a sneak peek at three

Explored for weeks’ worth of work,” said Mike Inchalik of Lowry Digital in

Preventing Cell Burbank, Calif., the film restoration firm where the full record of the

Damage Apollo 11 moon walk is being reassembled. “Nothing is being added

to the video,” says Inchalik, who emphasized that his compan
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specializes in film restoration, not special effects. “We’re just
extracting the information that’s there already.”

The restored images, which are taken from the best of the
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Footage, but broadcast-format videos, reveal details not easily seen originally on

Hollywood Restores televisions worldwide. Such details include reflections in the

It faceplates on the astronauts’ helmets and better contrast in deeply
Recommendations by loamia shadowed areas.

Although none of the original NASA tapes apparently survived the 70s, Nafzger recently got
wind that similar tapes — recorded in Australia by scientists from John Hopkins University’s
Applied Physics Laboratory — made their way back to the United States after the mission. The
search for those recordings, which might have suffered the same fate as NASA’s tapes,

continues, he notes.

NASA expects to release a digitally restored version of the entire Apollo 11 moon walk in
September. In the meantime, the newly restored excerpts of the moon walk can be downloaded
or viewed at the NASA website.
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moon walk? omni of NY
. . . ; . Jul 19, 2009 09:56:42 AM
OK yea I believe I believe! Right! Its so nice to know NASA is [permalink] [report comment]

trying to save us money by reusing the moon walk tapes, I bet Dick
Cheney was the photographer at the time too! Remember this is
the time that our greatest presidents lived Johnson and Nixon. Ya
right and Winnie the poo is real to ain't he? Integrity, what's that?

erased moon tapes Dorothy M. Bergfels of NY
. . Jul 19, 2009 02:38:590 AM
I have to agree with R. and Brad: it does seem that that was too [permalink] [report comment]

idiototic to be true. Do we really have that stupid a group of people
in charge of such things ? or is it a smokescreen for something
even more intolerable. What are the rest of us doing -or not doing-

to even allow something like this to happen.
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erased moon tapes R. Cassara of NY

. . . L. Jul 18, 2009 12:04:16 PM
How in God's name could NASA executives record over the original = [permalink] [report comment]
tapes of the moon landing? This was a first in the history of the
world. It's almost like they were trying to hide something. I
remember reading that the moon landing was a fake made on a
Hollywood sound state. Our government is so corrupt that nothing

should surprise anyhone anymore.

Read all 4 comments about this article

Copyright © 2009 U.S.News & World Report LP All rights reserved.

http://www.usnews.com/articles/science/2009/07/17 /new-view-of-iconic-moon-walk.html Page 3 of 3


http://www.usnews.com/articles/science/2009/07/17/new-view-of-iconic-moon-walk.html#3666306
http://www.usnews.com/articles/science/2009/07/17/new-view-of-iconic-moon-walk.html#3666306
http://www.usnews.com/articles/science/2009/07/17/new-view-of-iconic-moon-walk.html#
http://www.usnews.com/articles/science/2009/07/17/new-view-of-iconic-moon-walk/comments/

