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LRO's First Images Of The Moon

First Moon Images From NASA's Lunar
Reconnaissance Orbiter

"NASA's Lunar Reconnaissance Orbiter
has transmitted its first images since
reaching the moon on June 23. The
spacecraft's two cameras, collectively
known as the Lunar Reconnaissance
Orbiter Camera, or LROC, were
activated June 30. The cameras are
working well and have returned
images of a region in the lunar highlands south of Mare Nubium (Sea
of Clouds). As the moon rotates beneath LRO, LROC gradually will
build up photographic maps of the lunar surface.

"Our first images were taken along the moon's terminator -- the
dividing line between day and night -- making us initially unsure of
how they would turn out," said LROC Principal Investigator Mark
Robinson of Arizona State University in Tempe. "Because of the deep
shadowing, subtle topography is exaggerated, suggesting a craggy
and inhospitable surface. In reality, the area is similar to the region
where the Apollo 16 astronauts safely explored in 1972. While these
are magnificent in their own right, the main message is that LROC is
nearly ready to begin its mission.”
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Posted by kcowing at July 2, 2009 1:43 PM

COMMENTS

Looks great!!

Kudo's to the LROC team and we look forward to seeing a lot of really nice
images from them!

Posted by: Dennis Wingo at July 2, 2009 1:51 PM

Fantastic! The next year is going to be really fun.

Posted by: Boss at July 2, 2009 2:29 PM

http://www.nasawatch.com/archives/2009/07/Iros_first_imag.html
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Mmmm! Crater chains! | wonder which impact(s) line up with them...
Bob Shaw
Posted by: Bob Shaw at July 2, 2009 3:42 PM

Now that is a lunar image! Too bad the image quality during the swing-by
was much less impressive. LROC was definitely worth the wait!

Posted by: Bob Orlog at July 2, 2009 5:55 PM

Well, | guess the rumors and whistle blowing about images not being
released for months was ill founded . Im glad | cant wait to get a steady
stream .. Keep feeding us those images! Nice job NASA and the
LRO/LCROSS Team

Posted by: Fred Sanford at July 2, 2009 6:21 PM

Cool stuff. Great job to the team. But doesn't it kinda look like the space
rock from The Andromeda Strain?

Posted by: Bob Mahoney at July 2, 2009 6:24 PM

Too bad they won't let the images flow like JPL does.

Posted by: Oliver Taylor at July 2, 2009 7:23 PM

Wonder if this will shut the whiners up...

Editor's note: Hmm .... the original plan was not to release anything
for several months.

Posted by: Anon at July 2, 2009 9:02 PM

| really want to see images of Apollo landing sites. | wonder what the
moon-hoax people will say.

What if they find a lunar rover missing, i.e. ref Kelly Freas painting of a
moon creature driving the rover from the landing site. Behind is descent
(only) module, backpacks, flag.

Posted by: Michael Wright at July 3, 2009 1:28 PM

@Bob Orlog Too bad the image quality during the swing-by was much less
impressive. LROC was definitely worth the wait!

LCROSS and LRO are two different satellites, you do realize that? Also:
LRO is taking pics from 50km, LCROSS was taking pics from more than
8,000km! LCROSS will get her turn - the next pictures will be from about
1,000km to Okm cause she's gonna get up close and personal with the
lunar south pole :D Multi-camera video at 10 frames/sec streamed live to
the web.

Set your alarms folks: 7:30am EDT Oct 9, 2009
http://lcross.arc.nasa.gov

Posted by: Emory Stagmer at July 3, 2009 5:53 PM

Now *this*, and not re-hashing old bad launcher technology, is some of
what we want NASA to do.

Posted by: richard schumacher at July 3, 2009 9:19 PM

| think the painting of the BEM joyriding on the LRV was by DAH. He did a
series of paintings showing spacecraft being interfered with by a LGM.

http://www.nasawatch.com/archives/2009/07/Iros_first_imag.html
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OK, enough of the TLA stuff: David A Hardy, veteran UK space artist.

Bob Shaw
Posted by: Bob Shaw at July 4, 2009 9:23 AM

"Editor's note: Hmm .... the original plan was not to release anything for
several months."

Reader's note: Hmm .... actually consistent with the statement by PAO
that the editor posted

Editor's note: no it is not. They were originally planning to wait a
month or two. Then everyone started to complain. Note here they only
say "possibly in July".

"Because of the great interest in our early data, particular the images, we
have a high priority on getting them made and released to the public as
soon as possible. In fact, the decontamination heaters on the LRO Camera
were turned on this past weekend, ahead of the original schedule. We
may be able to release some images during the calibration phase of LROC
if practicable. Our goal is to get images out as soon as we can, possibly
starting sometime in July. ASU and NASA will be working to get the best
images out on nearly a daily basis once LROC is fully online."

Posted by: Jack Muller at July 4, 2009 11:11 AM
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