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Earthrise - NASA Photo

For just a moment, forget
Google Chrome OS, the
new Windows 7 and all the
online hoopla about the
shocking death of Michael
Jackson. Those
happenings aren't the
reasons I love the Internet.
Instead, to me, the 40th

anniversary of the Apollo
11 moon landing this weekend is Exhibit A in the
evidence files that show the real beauty of the Web and
its amazing technology that brings the world to each of
us on our computers.

Blastoff - NASA Photo

Forty years ago this
weekend, NASA's
wondrous Apollo 11
spacecraft was hurtling its
way from the Earth to the
moon on a trip to deliver
two Americans -- the first
humans to walk on another
celestial body -- to the
moon's surface. And today,
through the true magic of
the Internet, we are able to
again see, hear and
experience a second-by-
second reenactment of that spectacular event and relive
it right on our computer screens. We can experience
everything from old NASA video images to the original
mission audio recordings to crisp new animations of key
events that couldn't be seen through live footage. It's the
icing on the cake for me, a man who grew up watching
each Gemini and Apollo spaceflight, thrilled by their
excitement, wonder and technological leaps back in the
1960s and 1970s.
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1960s and 1970s.

Houston staff - NASA Photo

It's one of the few times I
can truly say that what I'm
watching online is
absolutely incredible. It's
the difference between fluff
and real emotion. This is a
weekend where watching
the unfolding recreations
and simulcast coverage is
not to be missed. Even as
I'm writing this right now
on my modern desktop
PC, which has far more
computing power in its
single AMD Athlon chip

than was available to mission controllers for Apollo 11
back in 1969 on their complex mission computers, I'm
listening in the background to the audio tracks of the
mission being replayed in real time. Absolutely amazing.

For me, it's like reliving the Apollo 11 mission all over
again. In July 1969, as astronauts Neil Armstrong, Edwin
"Buzz" Aldrin and Michael Collins zoomed to the moon in
their sleek capsule across 240,000 miles of space, I was
10 years old. I remember staying awake late on the night
of July 20, 1969, with my grandpop, Louie, in his Phi

NASA Photo

ladelphia home watching
the fuzzy images that are
still emblazoned on my
retinas -- there was
Armstrong taking the first
steps on the moon,
followed a short time later
by Aldrin. It was pretty
heady stuff for a sixth-
grade school boy watching the technological wonder of
those days -- television -- with his dear grandpop late on
a hot summer night.

If you weren't alive for the original version of the thrill ride
known as Apollo 11, then man, buckle your seat belt.
You're in for a real treat. Here are some highlights you
can experience this weekend:

See everything that happened on the Apollo 11
flight happen all over again in real time on the
spectacular We Choose The Moon Web site. Be
sure to follow along by launching the
accompanying audio player so you can hear all
the action.
Check out NASA's image gallery for the flight.
View an interactive NASA feature that shows the
first moon landing.
Watch a NASA feature that shows video, photos,
information and more about Apollo 11.
Experience the first moon walk by viewing old,
partially-restored NASA films.
Be sure to also check out NASA blogs on future
missions and space exploration.

So go and revel this weekend in what you can see all
over again, through the wonder of the Internet. We didn't
have these capabilities back then, but we sure have
them now and I am thankful for that. To me, this is what
the Internet should be all about.

OK, Houston, it's time for me to head back to my control
panel so I can again experience the historic Apollo 11
flight. Over and out until next time.
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Internet" Comments

NASAImages says:
Fri Jul 17 07:54:57 PDT 2009

A great place to see a comprehensive collection of NASA's
images and video is http://www.nasaimages.org. It's a joint-
venture between NASA and The Internet Archive. To see
some newly digitized motion picture film from the Apollo
mission, click on the "Apollo 40th Anniversary" featured
collection on the right-hand side of the home page, or just
search “Apollo”.

Reply to this comment

66Lee says:
Fri Jul 17 13:25:59 PDT 2009

To me, it's a little depressing. Back at that time, we had such
momentum, so much potential. But now here we are about
forty years later, and our space program consists of the
international space station and a few shuttles that are
overdue for retirement. If humanity put the kind of resources
into the space program like we do into developing frivolous
stuff like viagra, we would be selling hot dogs on Mars by
now.

Reply to this comment

chevrolet1994 says:
Fri Jul 17 14:25:58 PDT 2009

I agree with Lee66,we dropped the ball some where along
the way.

We're supposed to be using the second generation shuttle
and have a base on the moon.

Instead,we're making the world safe from terrorism,oh well!

Reply to this comment

jokerAKQ says:
Sat Jul 18 21:23:52 PDT 2009

66Lee and chevrolet1994: you are both so right!

What happened- where did that drive, that confidence, the
vision of a real space age future go to?

Reply to this comment

Sign in to post a comment. New to PC World Comments?
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