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NASA mission: Returning humans to the moon

ASU planetary scientist Mark Robinson talks about the value of returning humans to the moon and
the scheduled June 17 launch of the Lunar Reconnaissance Orbiter with Arizona Republic reporter
Anne Ryman. Her coverage of ASU's role in the next lunar mission begins on the front page of the
June 14 Arizona Republic.

Robinson, a professor in ASU's School of Earth and Space Exploration in the College of Liberal Arts and
Sciences, is the principal investigator for the imaging system on the mission, known as LROC (short for Lunar
Reconnaissance Orbiter Camera). It's actually three cameras that will look at every piece of ground on the moon,
under all kinds of illumination, from grazing light at local sunrise through local noon to grazing light from the
opposite direction at sunset, with the goal of identifying safe landing sites for future voyages to Earth's satellite.

Ryman reports that "the cameras themselves are a huge challenge. They have to be lightweight yet sturdy enough
to survive extreme temperatures and the vibrations of being launched into space."

More at asunews.asu.edu
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