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NASA: One satellite starts orbiting moon as

second snaps pics

Two satellites beginning mission to gather
detailed information about the moon

By Sharon Gaudin
June 23, 2009 02:03 PM ET

Comments (0) Recommended (15) Digg Twitter Share/Email
Four and a half days after blasting off from Earth, two
NASA lunar satellites are now on the job -- one is now in orbit around

the moon, and the other has snapped its first photographs.

The Lunar Reconnaissance Orbiter entered the moon's orbit at 6:27
a.m. EDT today. The satellite is expected to orbit about 31 miles above
the surface of the moon for the next year as part of an effort to map
the moon's surface and find a good landing site for future NASA
manned missions there.

The orbiting satellite has entered a 60-day testing phase in which each
of its seven scientific instruments will be checked out and brought
online, according to NASA. Once fully operational, the orbiter will
compile high-resolution 3-D maps of
the moon's surface and survey it at
many different spectral wavelengths.
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"Lunar orbit insertion is a crucial
milestone for the mission," said Cathy
Peddie, a deputy project manager at
NASA's Goddard Space Flight Center,
in a statement. "The mission cannot
begin until the moon captures us. Once
we enter the moon's orbit, we can begin
to build up the data set needed to
understand in greater detail the lunar
topography, features and resources."
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ad from Web The second spacecraft, the Lunar

Crater Observation and Sensing

Satellite, this morning completed what

NASA is calling a "swing by" of the
moon. This spacecraft, which won't travel back toward the moon until
this October, took its first images of the moon using its visible-light
camera. The satellite has nine different instruments onboard.

The Lunar Crater Observation and Sensing Satellite is scheduled to
purposefully crash into the moon on Oct. 9. NASA scientists are hoping
the impact will kick up surface material that researchers can study in
an effort to find evidence of water.

The launch of these two satellites marks the first phase in NASA's
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HR and Payroll....

ESG Lab Field Audit

Many companies have successfully implemented Riverbed
WAN optimization solutions within their Cisco networks. This
ESG Lab Field Audit document explores the success that...

SaaS$ at Flextronics, Inc.

Page 1 of 4


http://www.computerworld.com/
http://www.computerworld.com/action/article.do?command=viewArticleBasic&articleId=9039700
http://itjobs.computerworld.com/
http://www.computerworld.com/action/whitepapers.do?command=viewWhitePapers
http://www.computerworld.com/action/member.do?command=viewEmailNewsletters&source=nlt_nav
http://www.computerworld.com/news/index.jsp
http://blogs.computerworld.com/
http://www.computerworld.com/index.jsp
http://www.computerworld.com/action/article.do?command=viewArticleBasic&articleId=9134587
http://www.computerworld.com/action/article.do?command=viewArticleBasic&articleId=9135114
http://www.computerworld.com/action/article.do?command=viewArticleBasic&articleId=9135091
http://www.computerworld.com/action/article.do?command=viewArticleBasic&articleId=9135086
http://www.computerworld.com/action/article.do?command=viewArticleBasic&articleId=9135116
http://www.computerworld.com/action/article.do?command=viewArticleBasic&articleId=9135131
http://www.nasa.gov/mission_pages/LCROSS/lunarswingby/lcross-lunarswingby-vis1.html
http://www.computerworld.com/action/article.do?command=viewArticleBasic&articleId=9134565
http://www.computerworld.com/action/article.do?command=viewArticleBasic&articleId=9133403
http://www.nasa.gov/mission_pages/LRO/multimedia/lroconcept1.html
http://www.computerworld.com/action/article.do?command=viewArticleBasic&articleId=9130378
http://ad.doubleclick.net/click;h=v8/385e/0/0/%2a/e;44306;0-0;0;7137308;14464-336/35;0/0/0;;~sscs=%3f
http://www.computerworld.com/spring/whitepaper/9130020/U.S._Restaurant_Chain_Bakes_in_Whitelisting?source=ctwlib
http://www.computerworld.com/spring/webcast/9131384/Modernizing_the_IT_Infrastructure_?source=ctwlib
http://www.computerworld.com/spring/whitepaper/9132285/IT_Modernization_in_Government?source=ctwlib
http://www.computerworld.com/spring/webcast/9135049/Usability_Is_Everything?source=ctwlib
http://www.computerworld.com/spring/whitepaper/9135104/Accelerate_SSL_Encrypted_Applications?source=ctwlib
http://www.computerworld.com/spring/webcast/9135048/The_Value_of_Real_SaaS_at_Workday?source=ctwlib
http://www.computerworld.com/spring/whitepaper/9135067/ESG_Lab_Field_Audit_?source=ctwlib
http://www.computerworld.com/spring/webcast/9135047/SaaS_at_Flextronics_Inc.?source=ctwlib
http://ad.doubleclick.net/click;h=v8/385e/0/0/%2a/s;44306;0-0;0;7137308;31-1/1;0/0/0;;~sscs=%3f
http://ad.doubleclick.net/click;h=v8/385e/0/0/%2a/s;44306;0-0;0;7137308;31-1/1;0/0/0;;~sscs=%3f
http://ad.doubleclick.net/click;h=v8/385e/0/0/%2a/p;44306;0-0;0;7137308;12391-800/30;0/0/0;;~sscs=%3f
http://www.computerworld.com/news/index.jsp
http://blogs.computerworld.com/
http://sharkbait.computerworld.com/
http://www.computerworld.com/action/knowledgecenter.do?command=viewKnowledgeCenterHome
http://www.computerworld.com/taxonomy/000/000/000/taxonomy_000000089_index.jsp
http://www.computerworld.com/taxonomy/000/000/000/taxonomy_000000016_index.jsp
http://www.computerworld.com/taxonomy/000/000/000/taxonomy_000000015_index.jsp
http://www.computerworld.com/taxonomy/000/000/000/taxonomy_000000017_index.jsp
http://www.computerworld.com/taxonomy/000/000/000/taxonomy_000000019_index.jsp
http://www.computerworld.com/taxonomy/000/000/000/taxonomy_000000009_index.jsp
http://www.computerworld.com/taxonomy/000/000/100/taxonomy_000000154_index.jsp
http://www.computerworld.com/taxonomy/000/000/000/taxonomy_000000012_index.jsp
http://www.computerworld.com/taxonomy/000/000/000/taxonomy_000000018_index.jsp
http://www.computerworld.com/taxonomy/000/000/000/taxonomy_000000011_index.jsp
http://www.computerworld.com/taxonomy/000/000/000/taxonomy_000000010_index.jsp
http://www.computerworld.com/taxonomy/000/000/000/taxonomy_000000014_index.jsp
http://www.computerworld.com/taxonomy/000/000/000/taxonomy_000000013_index.jsp
http://www.computerworld.com/taxonomy/000/000/100/taxonomy_000000138_index.jsp
http://www.computerworld.com/taxonomy/000/000/000/taxonomy_000000070_index.jsp
http://www.computerworld.com/taxonomy/000/000/000/taxonomy_000000069_index.jsp
http://www.computerworld.com/action/opinionBlog.do?command=viewOpinionBlog
http://www.computerworld.com/action/columnist.do?command=viewAllColumnists
http://blogs.computerworld.com/sharky
http://www.computerworld.com/action/webcast.do?command=viewWebCast
http://www.computerworld.com/video
http://www.computerworld.com/podcasts
http://www.computerworld.com/action/whitepapers.do?command=viewWhitePapers
http://www.computerworld.com/action/executivebriefings.do?command=viewExecutiveBriefings
http://zones1.computerworld.com/
http://www.computerworld.com/action/casestudy.do?command=viewCaseStudies
http://www.computerworld.com/action/pages.do?command=viewPage&pagePath=/newsfeed_xml/newsfeed_xml
http://events.computerworld.com/
http://events.computerworld.com/
http://virtualconferences.computerworld.com/
http://www.computerworld.com/action/currentprintedition.do?command=viewCurrentPrintEdition
http://www.cwsubscribe.com/cgi-win/cw.cgi?main3

NASA: One satellite starts orbiting moon as second snaps pics

RESOURCE CENTER

Top 20 Federal Contract
Opportunities of FY 2009
FREE Download: Get INPUT's
list of top 20 federal contracts
for 2009 - over $120B in
contract value

FREE White Paper on
Proposal Staffing

Learn how to decide the right
mix between permanent
proposal staff & consultants

Download FREE PMO
White Paper

Learn the secret for PMO
success! Métier's free white
paper solves the PMO
mystery.

DOWNLOAD Xythos
Today- FREE TRIAL
Protect vital enterprise
documents-Get proven ECM
solutions from Xythos software

Why a CMDB?

IT best practices (ITIL) have
shown the benefits of a
CMDB. Click for whitepapers.

Ads by tec hwoands

See your link here

NEWSLETTERS

Subscribe to our e-mail
newsletters

For more info on a specific
newsletter, click the title.
Details will be displayed in a
new window.

1 Computerworld Daily News
(First Look and Wrap-Up)

1 Computerworld Blogs
Newsletter

1 The Weekly Top 10

More E-Mail Newsletters =

.Enter E-mail Address |

http://www.computerworld.com/action/article.do?command=viewArticleBasic&articleld=9134715&intsrc=news_ts_head

long-term mission to send humans back to the moon.

NASA is hoping not only to return astronauts to the moon, but also to
build a lunar outpost there by 2020. The plan includes the use of next-
generation robots and machines to help prepare a landing area, as well
as to establish a base where humans can live once they arrive.

Researchers at Astrobotic Technology Inc. and Carnegie Mellon
University's Robotics Institute announced earlier this year that robots
the size of riding lawn mowers could be used to start building a lunar
outpost before humans make their next trip to the moon.

Sign up for the Computerworld Daily newsletter. »
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today.
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