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Liftoff! A patient launch control team waited out stormy weather on Thursday, and finally were able to give
a green light for the last launch opportunity of the day for the Atlas rocket carrying the Lunar
Reconnaissance Orbiter (LRO) and Lunar Crater Observation and Sensing Satellite (LCROSS). The duo
lifted off at 21:42 pm GMT (5:32 pm EDT), climbing through some impressive looking clouds and quickly
heading to space. For more information about the missions, see our LRO/LLCROSS preview article. View the
video of the launch, above, and using the wonders of NASA TV on the web and my image clipping tool
here are more pictures from the launch:

Here are a few pre-launch images:

Credit: NASA TV
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Credit: NASA TV

Shortly after liftoff with the launch complex visible below:

Credit: NASA TV

View from the spacecraft heading up through the clouds.
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Credit: NASA TV

The curvature of Earth and the blackness of space visible from this image taken by cameras on the
spacecraft.

Credit: NASA TV

As of this writing, all systems are in good shape.

Filed under: Space Flight
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7 Responses to ‘“Launch Images from LRO/LCROSS Successfull Liftoff”’

1. tegwilym Says:
June 18th. 2009 at 3:41 pm

I can't wait to see the images of the old Apollo landing sites!

2. Manu Says:
June 18th, 2009 at 3:46 pm

"The curvature of Earth': you mean, fish-eye lens distortion!
Also accounting for the apparently 'flat' rocket side.
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3. Feenixx Says:
June 19th. 2009 at 12:34 am

This is possibly the most "aesthetic" launch of anything I saw on video. It looked so cool, so
perfect... almost as if it was "faked" using CG &

Let's hope it's a "sign" for a successful mission.

4. Manu Says:
June 19th. 2009 at 2:14 am

Well I might have been wrong up there, sorry.

I'm no longer sure a fish-eye lens was used during the main part of the video (which I had not seen
before), but then that rocket side is really flat?

However it was a fish-eye that shot the fairing separation, the distortion is obvious with inverted Earth
curvature.

5. Torbjorn Larsson OM Says:
June 19th. 2009 at 11:53 am

Back to The Future!

No, really, good start, and congrats, or as we say today here in Sweden, between the many rounds of
vodka shots and pickled herrings (and blogs, apparently & ): "God Midsommar(afton)" (Good
Midsummer (Eve)).

Btw, I'm amazed of the amount of expensive ice that people find they want to lug into space. Are
deicing techniques really so heavy/even more expensive, wow.

6. Jon Hanford Says:
June 20th. 2009 at 3:40 pm

Just glad to see these these 2 lunar probes finally get off the ground as this means the adventure has
only just begun &

7. Global for me Says:
June 24th. 2009 at 7:26 am

Hi there, this could interest you:

As you know, NASA just launched two ships for the moon as Obama is looking into cost of space
exploration and asks the question: Will the US ever walk on the moon again? What do you people
think?

Would you like a journalist to investigate that story and produce a report FOR YOU? CBS's
Correspondent Peter King reports from the Kennedy Space Center in Florida.

He has produced for 'Global for me' an exclusive podcast... Listen to it, register your comments by e-
mailing us (info@globalfm.com) and please feel free to repost...

HERE: http://www.globalfm.com/id:1/action:showpage/page type:detail/page id:176/
...and if enough people interested, the report will be made!

(We just need to gather your interest on the website, thank you)

[Global for me — 'Journalism FOR YOU' — wants to empower its users to instigate professional
journalistic coverage of stories, issues and current affairs that are not already available through
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conventional news sources or which, in your view, require more detailed attention]
Just visit our story page and share your views!
Leave a Reply

You must be logged in to post a comment.
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