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18 charged in major Twin Cities pot bust
Suspect arrested in Minneapolis homicide
Hecker details his $766 million in debts
467K jobs cut in June; jobless rate at 9.5 percent
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NewsBreak: Offbeat fun for 4th, plus Wild news

Out There
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How many nations can dance upon the moon?
In about a decade or so, we could start to experience congestion in that neighborhood.
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We Can Do Both

Great nations need great goals, and great dreams. The argument about applying NASA's budget to "other
priorities" is a strawman argument. … read more Using 2007 figures (leaving aside the trillions in bankster
bailouts, loan guarantees, economic stimulus and federal takeover of private companies going on last year
and this year), NASA's budget constitutes 0.58% of the federal budget. Looking just at social programs, for
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every $1 spent on NASA projects, $98 is spent on social programs. (Source:
http://www.thespacereview.com/article/898/1) NASA's budget is miniscule compared to the rest of
government spending. We could throw the entire NASA budget at social programs, and the effect would be
negligible. It just wouldn't matter. By contrast, the technological and economic payback of spending on the
space program are well known and well documented. Many of the technological devices we use and depend
on in our daily lives trace directly to space program R & D. We are a great enough nation to both take care
of our people and explore and colonize space. If you want to look for dollar savings, look to the Pentagon
budget, and to the trillions being given to banksters (sic) and wall street. They drop more on the floor every
day than NASA spends in a year.
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An Atlas V rocket blasted off the launch pad in Cape Canaveral June 18, headed to the moon, carrying a
pair of science probes that will scout out potential landing spots for astronauts.
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Last week, NASA sent two probes to the moon in search of a site for a manned lunar station. Both China
and the United States have announced that they plan manned missions to the moon around 2020. India and
Japan are not far behind. The European Space Agency and the Russians, seeing all this activity, will be
under pressure to accelerate their own programs.

The idea of a lunar traffic jam would have seemed preposterous to President John Kennedy when he
announced the goal of "landing a man on the moon and returning him safely to Earth" by the end of the
1960s. Back then, the moon seemed impossibly distant. But with the Cold War, superpower rivalry moved a
lunar mission to the top of the national security agenda. Today there's been a rekindling of some of that old
fervor.

The United States plans to mothball the aging Space Shuttle next year. After a controversial five-year
hiatus, NASA will deploy the new Constellation program, consisting of the Ares booster rocket and the
Orion spacecraft. It looks like an Apollo mission on steroids, and is designed to blast off to the moon and
maybe even to Mars.

Around 2020, we could get a bottleneck, with manned and unmanned probes from several countries
whizzing around the moon. Various nations could even begin planting flags into lunar soil.

Moon landings are largely symbolic. There is no cosmic military advantage, and no air or water. The moon
does have minerals, but mining the Earth is infinitely cheaper.

This raises another question: Can any nation claim the moon as its own? The Outer Space Treaty of 1967
forbade nuclear weapons in space and prohibited countries from claiming territory on the moon or any other
celestial body. But the treaty is vague and out of date. Perhaps now is the best time to strengthen and
rethink this old treaty before national rivalries and tensions heat up.
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seeing with new clarity that the public sector must adapt to new economic realities.
Only the smartest, most strategic reinvention will ensure that our tax dollars are spent
on the best programs and services. Read more

MINNCOR audit provides lessons
A vision focused on results instead of costs
How many jurisdictions does it take to run a region?
Working smarter in leaner times

About Opinion Exchange
Opinion Exchange is produced by the Editorial Department, which is dedicated to hosting the discussion on
a range of issues of interest to Star Tribune readers online and in print. In its new format, it's our hope that
Opinion Exhange will create a more dynamic dialogue between Star Tribune readers and the Editorial
Board. Many individual posts will be written and signed by members of the Editorial Board and will reflect
their own opinions. Daily editorials will continue to represent the institutional voice of the newspaper and
be researched and written by the Editorial Department, which is independent of the newsroom.

 Subscribe to RSS|Learn more about RSS

 Do you use Twitter? Follow Opinion Exchange.

Recommended links
The Big Question
The Whistleblower

Categories
Editorials
Letters to the editor
Commentary
Sack
Blog House
Columns

Free Jobs E-mail Newsletter

http://www.startribune.com/opinion/commentary/39579892.html
http://www.startribune.com/opinion/editorials/40451707.html?elr=KArksc8P:Pc:U0ckkD:aEyKUiacyKUUr
http://www.startribune.com/opinion/commentary/40449227.html?elr=KArksc8P:Pc:U0ckkD:aEyKUiacyKUUr
http://www.startribune.com/opinion/commentary/39579897.html?elr=KArksc8P:Pc:U0ckkD:aEyKUiacyKUUr
http://www.startribune.com/opinion/commentary/39579892.html?elr=KArksc8P:Pc:U0ckkD:aEyKUiacyKUUr
http://www.startribune.com/opinion/index.rss2
http://www.startribune.com/feeds/help
https://twitter.com/opinionexchange
http://twitter.com/whistle_blower
http://www.startribune.com/bigquestion/
http://www.startribune.com/whistleblower
http://www.startribune.com/opinion?catID=148431&setID=3071
http://www.startribune.com/opinion?catID=209609&setID=3071
http://www.startribune.com/opinion/commentary
http://www.startribune.com/galleries/26255654.html
http://www.startribune.com/opinion?catID=209614&setID=3356
http://www.startribune.com/bios/10646066.html
http://www.startribune.com/shopping
http://www.startribune.com/s?action=editReg&section=nl
http://www.startribune.com/s?action=editReg&section=nl


7/2/09 1:00 PMHow many nations can dance upon the moon?

Page 8 of 9http://www.startribune.com/opinion/commentary/48932502.html?elr=KArksD:aDyaEP:kD:aU2EkP7K_t:aDyaEP:kD:aUiD3aPc:_Yyc:aUU

Resources to help further your career. Sign up now.

Find Your Next Home

Search realtor represented & for sale by owner homes in the Twin Cities. Plus, find open house listings.

Win tickets to see Black Francis at Triple Rock.

Vita.mn presents Black Francis (aka Frank Black of The Pixies) at Triple Rock on July 10.

See all contests

Medical Support Careers
Fairview Health Services

Professional Engineer
Owens Co Inc

Senior Loan Review Officer
Anchor Bank

Vice President of Clinical Operations
Hospicecare Inc

Director Of Sales
Precision Air Products

HVAC Service Sales
Owens Co Inc

Maintenance Manager
Bergquist Company

Electrician
North Slope Borough

Lineman
North Slope Borough

Dentist
Confidential Employer

Coaching-Multiple Positions Available
Breck School

Administrative Assistant
Breck School

Search All Jobs

http://www.startribune.com/s?action=editReg&section=nl
http://www.startribune.com/homes/
http://www.startribune.com/homes/
http://www.startribune.com/homes/
http://www.startribune.com/contests
http://mpls.startribune.com/dynamic/contests/STcontest.php?preview=1&cid=548
http://mpls.startribune.com/dynamic/contests/STcontest.php?preview=1&cid=548
http://www.startribune.com/contests
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pagead/iclk?sa=l&ai=BCbY4yRFNSuunCsWSnQfz5Mlvh9mEcgAAABABIOGFtAk4AFj7m_y6DGDJ_suGxKPIF7IBE3d3dy5zdGFydHJpYnVuZS5jb226AQlnZnBfaW1hZ2XIAQnaAXdodHRwOi8vd3d3LnN0YXJ0cmlidW5lLmNvbS9vcGluaW9uL2NvbW1lbnRhcnkvNDg5MzI1MDIuaHRtbD9lbHI9S0Fya3NEOmFEeWFFUDprRDphVTJFa1A3S190OmFEeWFFUDprRDphVWlEM2FQYzpfWXljOmFVVeABA8ACAuACAeoCElRvcF9TdGFja3NfMzAweDI5OfgC-NEekAOsApgDpAOoAwE&num=0&client=ca-pub-0640823897479847&adurl=http://startribunejobs-webtemp.madgexjb.com/job/14995/medical-support-careers-/
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pagead/iclk?sa=l&ai=BCbY4yRFNSuunCsWSnQfz5Mlvh9mEcgAAABABIOGFtAk4AFj7m_y6DGDJ_suGxKPIF7IBE3d3dy5zdGFydHJpYnVuZS5jb226AQlnZnBfaW1hZ2XIAQnaAXdodHRwOi8vd3d3LnN0YXJ0cmlidW5lLmNvbS9vcGluaW9uL2NvbW1lbnRhcnkvNDg5MzI1MDIuaHRtbD9lbHI9S0Fya3NEOmFEeWFFUDprRDphVTJFa1A3S190OmFEeWFFUDprRDphVWlEM2FQYzpfWXljOmFVVeABA8ACAuACAeoCElRvcF9TdGFja3NfMzAweDI5OfgC-NEekAOsApgDpAOoAwE&num=0&client=ca-pub-0640823897479847&adurl=http://startribunejobs-webtemp.madgexjb.com/job/14996/professional-engineer/
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pagead/iclk?sa=l&ai=BCbY4yRFNSuunCsWSnQfz5Mlvh9mEcgAAABABIOGFtAk4AFj7m_y6DGDJ_suGxKPIF7IBE3d3dy5zdGFydHJpYnVuZS5jb226AQlnZnBfaW1hZ2XIAQnaAXdodHRwOi8vd3d3LnN0YXJ0cmlidW5lLmNvbS9vcGluaW9uL2NvbW1lbnRhcnkvNDg5MzI1MDIuaHRtbD9lbHI9S0Fya3NEOmFEeWFFUDprRDphVTJFa1A3S190OmFEeWFFUDprRDphVWlEM2FQYzpfWXljOmFVVeABA8ACAuACAeoCElRvcF9TdGFja3NfMzAweDI5OfgC-NEekAOsApgDpAOoAwE&num=0&client=ca-pub-0640823897479847&adurl=http://startribunejobs-webtemp.madgexjb.com/job/15000/senior-loan-review-officer/
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pagead/iclk?sa=l&ai=BCbY4yRFNSuunCsWSnQfz5Mlvh9mEcgAAABABIOGFtAk4AFj7m_y6DGDJ_suGxKPIF7IBE3d3dy5zdGFydHJpYnVuZS5jb226AQlnZnBfaW1hZ2XIAQnaAXdodHRwOi8vd3d3LnN0YXJ0cmlidW5lLmNvbS9vcGluaW9uL2NvbW1lbnRhcnkvNDg5MzI1MDIuaHRtbD9lbHI9S0Fya3NEOmFEeWFFUDprRDphVTJFa1A3S190OmFEeWFFUDprRDphVWlEM2FQYzpfWXljOmFVVeABA8ACAuACAeoCElRvcF9TdGFja3NfMzAweDI5OfgC-NEekAOsApgDpAOoAwE&num=0&client=ca-pub-0640823897479847&adurl=http://startribunejobs-webtemp.madgexjb.com/job/15002/vice-president-of-clinical-operations/
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pagead/iclk?sa=l&ai=BCbY4yRFNSuunCsWSnQfz5Mlvh9mEcgAAABABIOGFtAk4AFj7m_y6DGDJ_suGxKPIF7IBE3d3dy5zdGFydHJpYnVuZS5jb226AQlnZnBfaW1hZ2XIAQnaAXdodHRwOi8vd3d3LnN0YXJ0cmlidW5lLmNvbS9vcGluaW9uL2NvbW1lbnRhcnkvNDg5MzI1MDIuaHRtbD9lbHI9S0Fya3NEOmFEeWFFUDprRDphVTJFa1A3S190OmFEeWFFUDprRDphVWlEM2FQYzpfWXljOmFVVeABA8ACAuACAeoCElRvcF9TdGFja3NfMzAweDI5OfgC-NEekAOsApgDpAOoAwE&num=0&client=ca-pub-0640823897479847&adurl=http://startribunejobs-webtemp.madgexjb.com/job/15003/director-of-sales-/
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pagead/iclk?sa=l&ai=BCbY4yRFNSuunCsWSnQfz5Mlvh9mEcgAAABABIOGFtAk4AFj7m_y6DGDJ_suGxKPIF7IBE3d3dy5zdGFydHJpYnVuZS5jb226AQlnZnBfaW1hZ2XIAQnaAXdodHRwOi8vd3d3LnN0YXJ0cmlidW5lLmNvbS9vcGluaW9uL2NvbW1lbnRhcnkvNDg5MzI1MDIuaHRtbD9lbHI9S0Fya3NEOmFEeWFFUDprRDphVTJFa1A3S190OmFEeWFFUDprRDphVWlEM2FQYzpfWXljOmFVVeABA8ACAuACAeoCElRvcF9TdGFja3NfMzAweDI5OfgC-NEekAOsApgDpAOoAwE&num=0&client=ca-pub-0640823897479847&adurl=http://startribunejobs-webtemp.madgexjb.com/job/15004/hvac-service-sales/
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pagead/iclk?sa=l&ai=BCbY4yRFNSuunCsWSnQfz5Mlvh9mEcgAAABABIOGFtAk4AFj7m_y6DGDJ_suGxKPIF7IBE3d3dy5zdGFydHJpYnVuZS5jb226AQlnZnBfaW1hZ2XIAQnaAXdodHRwOi8vd3d3LnN0YXJ0cmlidW5lLmNvbS9vcGluaW9uL2NvbW1lbnRhcnkvNDg5MzI1MDIuaHRtbD9lbHI9S0Fya3NEOmFEeWFFUDprRDphVTJFa1A3S190OmFEeWFFUDprRDphVWlEM2FQYzpfWXljOmFVVeABA8ACAuACAeoCElRvcF9TdGFja3NfMzAweDI5OfgC-NEekAOsApgDpAOoAwE&num=0&client=ca-pub-0640823897479847&adurl=http://startribunejobs-webtemp.madgexjb.com/job/15005/maintenance-manager/
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pagead/iclk?sa=l&ai=BCbY4yRFNSuunCsWSnQfz5Mlvh9mEcgAAABABIOGFtAk4AFj7m_y6DGDJ_suGxKPIF7IBE3d3dy5zdGFydHJpYnVuZS5jb226AQlnZnBfaW1hZ2XIAQnaAXdodHRwOi8vd3d3LnN0YXJ0cmlidW5lLmNvbS9vcGluaW9uL2NvbW1lbnRhcnkvNDg5MzI1MDIuaHRtbD9lbHI9S0Fya3NEOmFEeWFFUDprRDphVTJFa1A3S190OmFEeWFFUDprRDphVWlEM2FQYzpfWXljOmFVVeABA8ACAuACAeoCElRvcF9TdGFja3NfMzAweDI5OfgC-NEekAOsApgDpAOoAwE&num=0&client=ca-pub-0640823897479847&adurl=http://startribunejobs-webtemp.madgexjb.com/job/15006/electrician/
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pagead/iclk?sa=l&ai=BCbY4yRFNSuunCsWSnQfz5Mlvh9mEcgAAABABIOGFtAk4AFj7m_y6DGDJ_suGxKPIF7IBE3d3dy5zdGFydHJpYnVuZS5jb226AQlnZnBfaW1hZ2XIAQnaAXdodHRwOi8vd3d3LnN0YXJ0cmlidW5lLmNvbS9vcGluaW9uL2NvbW1lbnRhcnkvNDg5MzI1MDIuaHRtbD9lbHI9S0Fya3NEOmFEeWFFUDprRDphVTJFa1A3S190OmFEeWFFUDprRDphVWlEM2FQYzpfWXljOmFVVeABA8ACAuACAeoCElRvcF9TdGFja3NfMzAweDI5OfgC-NEekAOsApgDpAOoAwE&num=0&client=ca-pub-0640823897479847&adurl=http://startribunejobs-webtemp.madgexjb.com/job/15007/lineman/
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pagead/iclk?sa=l&ai=BCbY4yRFNSuunCsWSnQfz5Mlvh9mEcgAAABABIOGFtAk4AFj7m_y6DGDJ_suGxKPIF7IBE3d3dy5zdGFydHJpYnVuZS5jb226AQlnZnBfaW1hZ2XIAQnaAXdodHRwOi8vd3d3LnN0YXJ0cmlidW5lLmNvbS9vcGluaW9uL2NvbW1lbnRhcnkvNDg5MzI1MDIuaHRtbD9lbHI9S0Fya3NEOmFEeWFFUDprRDphVTJFa1A3S190OmFEeWFFUDprRDphVWlEM2FQYzpfWXljOmFVVeABA8ACAuACAeoCElRvcF9TdGFja3NfMzAweDI5OfgC-NEekAOsApgDpAOoAwE&num=0&client=ca-pub-0640823897479847&adurl=http://startribunejobs-webtemp.madgexjb.com/job/15008/dentist/
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pagead/iclk?sa=l&ai=BCbY4yRFNSuunCsWSnQfz5Mlvh9mEcgAAABABIOGFtAk4AFj7m_y6DGDJ_suGxKPIF7IBE3d3dy5zdGFydHJpYnVuZS5jb226AQlnZnBfaW1hZ2XIAQnaAXdodHRwOi8vd3d3LnN0YXJ0cmlidW5lLmNvbS9vcGluaW9uL2NvbW1lbnRhcnkvNDg5MzI1MDIuaHRtbD9lbHI9S0Fya3NEOmFEeWFFUDprRDphVTJFa1A3S190OmFEeWFFUDprRDphVWlEM2FQYzpfWXljOmFVVeABA8ACAuACAeoCElRvcF9TdGFja3NfMzAweDI5OfgC-NEekAOsApgDpAOoAwE&num=0&client=ca-pub-0640823897479847&adurl=http://startribunejobs-webtemp.madgexjb.com/job/15009/coaching-multiple-positions-available/
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pagead/iclk?sa=l&ai=BCbY4yRFNSuunCsWSnQfz5Mlvh9mEcgAAABABIOGFtAk4AFj7m_y6DGDJ_suGxKPIF7IBE3d3dy5zdGFydHJpYnVuZS5jb226AQlnZnBfaW1hZ2XIAQnaAXdodHRwOi8vd3d3LnN0YXJ0cmlidW5lLmNvbS9vcGluaW9uL2NvbW1lbnRhcnkvNDg5MzI1MDIuaHRtbD9lbHI9S0Fya3NEOmFEeWFFUDprRDphVTJFa1A3S190OmFEeWFFUDprRDphVWlEM2FQYzpfWXljOmFVVeABA8ACAuACAeoCElRvcF9TdGFja3NfMzAweDI5OfgC-NEekAOsApgDpAOoAwE&num=0&client=ca-pub-0640823897479847&adurl=http://startribunejobs-webtemp.madgexjb.com/job/15010/administrative-assistant/
http://jobs.startribune.coms/


7/2/09 1:00 PMHow many nations can dance upon the moon?

Page 9 of 9http://www.startribune.com/opinion/commentary/48932502.html?elr=KArksD:aDyaEP:kD:aU2EkP7K_t:aDyaEP:kD:aUiD3aPc:_Yyc:aUU

Minneapolis Masonry
Experienced general contractor Concrete,
metal, steel construction
greystoneconstructionmn.com

MN Building Salvage
We Buy and Sell Building Salvage In
Minnesota. Call Us for More Info.
www.OttingHouseMovers.net

Muffler Repair Minneapolis Mn
Call Our Repair Shop for Muffler Repairs
and Exhaust System Services
www.AustinsMuffler.net
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