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Atlas launches lunar missions
Posted: Fri, Jun 19, 2009, 6:46 AM ET (1046 GMT)
An Atlas 5 rocket successfully
launched a pair of NASA missions to
study the Moon, the first US lunar
missions in a decade. The Atlas 5 401
lifted off at 5:32 pm EDT (2132 GMT)
from Cape Canaveral, Florida, carrying
the Lunar Reconnaissance Orbiter
(LRO) and Lunar Crater Observation
and Sensing Satellite (LCROSS)
spacecraft. The launch was delayed 20
minutes because of weather at the
Cape. LRO will arrive at the Moon four
days after launch and enter a 50-kilometer polar orbit around
it. The spacecraft carries cameras and other instruments to
return images, spectral data, and other information about
the lunar surface and environment. LCROSS, which remained
attached to the rocket's Centaur upper stage, will take a
slower trip to the Moon, gradually widening its orbit until it is
on an impact trajectory with the Moon in early October.
LCROSS will separate from the Centaur and observe its
impact on the Moon before it itself collides with it.
Related Links:

 CBS News/Spaceflight Now article
 SPACE.com article
 Florida Today article
 AP article
 NASA press release
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Friday, June 19
NASA launches moon-bound rocket
NECN — 6:29 am ET (1029 GMT)

Nasa blasts off for mission to the
Moon
The Times of London — 6:25 am ET
(1025 GMT)

Pratt & Whitney Rocketdyne Powers
First Mission in Plan to Return to
the Moon
PR Newswire — 6:24 am ET (1024
GMT)

West Rowan grad in on effort to
return astronauts to moon
Salisbury (NC) Post — 6:24 am ET
(1024 GMT)

Events celebrate groundbreaking of
Spaceport America
Las Cruces (NM) Sun-News — 6:19 am
ET (1019 GMT)

Ads by Yahoo!

Aries Moon Reading
Yours from a Professional Lunar
Astrologer.
AboutAstro.com

Current Lunar Link
Aquarium Blue Moon Lighting $12.99.
BML. Fast Shipping.
MarineDepot.com/lunarlinklighting

What Is Your Mission?- Retreat
1 Way Ministries leads life-changing trips
to the Gulf Coast, Bahamas, and Sells,
Arizona Indian reservation.
www.1wayministries.org
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