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NASA

3. The Lunar
Reconnaissance
Orbiter

It may have been a

long time since the U.S.

built the world's best

cars, but nobody can

touch us when it comes

to spacecraft. nasa is

about to prove that

again with the planned launch in February 2009

of the Lunar Reconnaissance Orbiter (lro). Our

first unmanned moonship in 11 years, the lro

will study the things lunar orbiters always study — gravity, temperature — but it will also

look for signs of water ice, a vital resource for any future lunar base, and compile detailed 3-

D lunar maps, including all six Apollo landing sites. Wingnuts, be warned: yes, we really

went there.
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CAST YOUR VOTE
Gadget of the Year
Which gadget is most useful or influential? Browse the nominees and
cast your vote.

INVENTION OF THE YEAR
The Retail DNA Test
Your genome used to be a closed book. Now a simple, affordable test
can shed new light on everything from your intelligence to your biggest
health risks. Say hello to your dna — if you dare

VIDEO
The Best Inventions of the Year
Run, ride, swim, and sing through some of TIME Magazine's best
inventions of the year

SHOPPING
Tech Buyer's Guide
Gear up with these gizmos for the home, office, playroom, and pocket.
Batteries not included

Year
From a genetic testing
service to an invisibility
cloak to an ingenious
public bike system to the
world's first moving
skyscraper — here are
TIME's picks for the top
innovations of 2008
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Video: The Best Inventions of the Year
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